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Del Mar & Solana Beach

Understanding the 2025 zone maps — and the defensible space and home hardening steps that protect
our coastal canyon community.

Prepared for residents & homeowners - 2025-2026



WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

Coastal doesn't mean fire safe

® Expanded 2025 maps CAL FIRE's updated Fire Hazard Severity Zone maps significantly
grew the High and Very High areas across both cities.

® Canyon-driven risk Deep coastal canyons and the San Dieguito River Valley funnel embers
from inland fire zones straight toward our homes.

® Santa Ana winds Seasonal offshore winds turn those canyons into wind tunnels that
accelerate fire spread and carry embers up to a mile.

® Insurance pressure Documented mitigation is increasingly required for coastal
homeowners to keep — or regain — affordable coverage.
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THE BASICS

What are Fire Hazard Severity Zones?

The State Fire Marshal (CAL FIRE) maps land by the fire hazard expected to prevail there — based on the likelihood of a fire reaching the area
and its potential intensity. Zones describe the land, not the risk of any single property.

MODERATE VERY HIGH

01 02 03

Lower expected hazard, but still mapped and Elevated hazard from fuel, slope and fire Greatest expected hazard. Triggers the most
subject to awareness and basic mitigation. weather — stricter defensible space stringent building, defensible space and
expectations. disclosure rules.

Under state law, local agencies must adopt these maps by ordinance — and may not lower the classifications set by the State Fire Marshal.
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THE 2025 UPDATE

What changed with the new maps

KEY 2025 MILESTONES
The 2025 maps are not just a refresh. They reassess wildfire risk using

) ) 2 CAL FIRE released the updated LRA maps for
updated wind patterns, ember travel, slope and vegetation data — and ‘ Mar 24

San Diego County.

expand the mapped zones well beyond the old boundaries.

Public comment period and community wildfire
EXPANDED FOR THE FIRST TIME ‘ Mar—Apr

preparedness workshops.

High & Very High zones

Maps now span Moderate, High and Very High — neighborhoods next to

City Councils introduced and adopted
open space are newly classified. ‘ Jun 2025 y P

ordinances to adopt the maps.

‘ Jul 2025 N.:!.w zone designations took effect for both
cities.
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CITY SNAPSHOT

Del Mar: FHSZ snapshot

Expanded high-hazard areas
Updated maps significantly grew the High and Very High zones — including neighborhoods
adjacent to open space.

Adopted June 16, 2025
City Council adopted the ordinance to formally adopt the FHSZ maps after public workshops.

Stricter requirements follow
New construction in High & Very High zones must meet wildfire-resistant building standards
(Building Code Ch. 7A).

Annual WUI inspections
The Fire Department runs annual Wildland-Urban Interface weed-abatement and fuel-reduction
programs.

Del Mar

Residents can look up their property's zone on the City's public map viewer.
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CITY SNAPSHOT

Del Mar: Fire Hazard Severity Zone map

CITY OF DEL MAR ~ SAN DIEGO COUNTY

- Very High High
State Flre Marshal

Fire Hazard Severity Zones March 24, 3036 Moderate Unzoned (developed)

FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONE
Local Responsibility Area As identified by the

Very High & High zones
Form a broad core through the eastern canyons and hillsides near the San Diego city boundary, where
steep, brush-covered slopes meet open space.

Moderate zones
Buffer the canyon cores and follow the San Dieguito River valley along the city’s northern edge.

Coastal core unzoned
The built-out beach community west of Interstate 5 and the rail corridor falls outside the mapped hazard
zones.
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CITY SNAPSHOT

Solana Beach: FHSZ snapshot

Broader classification
Maps now include Moderate, High and Very High zones for a fuller picture of local wildfire risk.

Adopted June 18, 2025
Ordinance adopted with the new designations taking effect July 18, 2025.

Cannot be lowered
State law prohibits the City from lowering the classifications set by the State Fire Marshal.

Prepared response
Fully staffed department with mutual-aid agreements, annual drills and an updated Emergency
Operations Plan.

Solana Beach

These maps reflect area hazard levels — not the wildfire risk of any individual property.
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CITY SNAPSHOT

Solana Beach: Fire Hazard Severity Zone map

CITY OF SOLANA BEACH - SAN DIEGO COUNTY ?

- Very High High
State Flre Marshal

Fire Hazard Severity Zones March 24, 3036 Moderate Unzoned (developed)

FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONE
Local Responsibility Area As identified by the

Very High & High zones

Concentrate in the east-central canyons near the unincorporated county line — around San Andres,
Solana Hills and Canyon Drive.

Moderate zones
Step down from the canyon cores toward the city interior, buffering the steeper, brush-covered slopes.

Coastal core unzoned

Most of the built-out area west of Highway 101 and the rail corridor falls outside the mapped hazard
zones.
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WHY OUR COMMUNITY IS EXPOSED

Local risk factors

Canyon fire corridors San Dieguito River Valley Ember exposure

Open space along the river connects the coast Embers, not flames, destroy most homes in a
to inland fire zones — a direct path for wildfire wildfire — and they can ignite a house from up

Deep canyons cut east-to-west through both
cities, acting as wind tunnels that accelerate

fire and funnel embers to canyon-rim homes. to reach our neighborhoods. to a mile away.
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WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU

What a zone designation triggers

Building standards Defensible space

New construction & major remodels in High/Very High Properties fall under Public Resources Code 4291 — 100 ft
zones must meet wildfire-resistant standards (Building of managed space, annual brush clearance and tree

Code Chapter 7A). spacing.

Insurance impact

e Disclosure obligations

Sellers must disclose a Very High zone designation in the Carriers increasingly require documented mitigation to
Natural Hazard Disclosure based on the current map. renew coverage; the maps themselves don't set rates.
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CA FHSZ MAPS & BLDG STANDARDS

BUILDING STANDARDS (WUI)

Protect life and

o

‘ Reduce structure
ignition during wildfire

property
m Improve community éé\ Support firefighter
resilience £ safety




L
YOUR TWO LAYERS OF DEFENSE

From the land to the
house

1. Defensible Space

Managing vegetation and fuel in the 100 ft around your home.

2. Home Hardening
Upgrading the building itself to resist embers, heat and flame.
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LAYER 1 - DEFENSIBLE SPACE

The three defensible space zones

California law (PRC 4291) calls for up to 100 feet of defensible
space — a buffer that slows or stops a wildfire and gives
firefighters a safer place to defend your home.

‘
15-30 FEET'
| 30-100 FEET |

ZONE O

o—5 ft

Ember-Resistant Lean, Clean & Green Reduce Fuel
The most important zone. Keep the first 5 Remove dead vegetation, create space Thin and space vegetation out to the
ft free of anything that can ignite from between plants and clear under decks. property line to break up a fire's path.
embers.
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ORE Ember-Resistant Zone

o—5 ft

Keep the first five feet closest to your home clear of anything that embers can ignite — this is
the single most important zone.

Use hardscape — gravel, pavers or concrete; no combustible bark or mulch.

Remove dead plants, leaves and needles from roof, gutters, decks and under the home.

Replace combustible fencing, gates and arbors attached to the home with
noncombustible ones.

Move garbage and recycling bins and limit furniture and planters in this zone.
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Lean, Clean & Green

Extends from 5 to 30 feet. Reduce flammable materials and keep vegetation spaced so fire can't
move easily toward the house.

Regularly clear dead or dry vegetation, leaves and debris from the yard.

Create horizontal and vertical spacing between trees, shrubs and other plants.

Keep branches at least 10 ft from other trees and from chimneys.

Clear flammable items from under decks, balconies and stairs.
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Reduce Fuel

Extends from 30 to 100 feet or the property line. Thin out fuel so a wildfire loses intensity before
it reaches Zones 1 and 0.

Remove fallen leaves, needles, twigs and small branches (a 3-inch depth is allowed).

Keep 10 ft of clearance around exposed wood piles, down to bare soil.

Clear vegetation around outbuildings and propane tanks.

Mow annual grasses and weeds down to a maximum height of 4 inches.
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LAYER 2 - HOME HARDENING

How homes actually ignite

Flying Embers

Direct flame Radiant heat Flying embers

Contact from burning vegetation, fences or a Heat from nearby burning plants or Can travel up to a mile ahead of a fire and

neighboring home that has caught fire. structures can crack windows and ignite slip into vents or gaps — the #1 cause of
materials. home loss.
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LAYER 2 - HOME HARDENING

Harden your home, component by component

Roof Vents Eaves & soffits

Use Class-A material — tile, metal, composite or Cover openings with 1/16"-1/8" metal mesh or Enclose open eaves; caulk and plug gaps with
asphalt. Plug gaps; clear debris. ember-resistant vents. No plastic or fiberglass. noncombustible materials.

Windows Siding Decks & gutters

Install dual-pane windows with at least one Use ignition-resistant siding — stucco or fiber- Keep gutters clear; use noncombustible decking
tempered layer to resist heat breakage. cement; seal joints and gaps. and clear combustibles underneath.

Wildfire Safety - Del Mar & Solana Beach Community Briefing 14




GET INVOLVED - FIREWISE USA

Become a recognized Firewise USA site

1. Form a committee 2, Assess the risk 3. Make an action plan

Build a resident-led board with your fire Complete a community wildfire risk assessment Draft a multi-year plan of prioritized risk-

department and state forestry partners to guide of homes and surrounding vegetation; refresh it reduction projects and update it at least every 3

the work. every 5 years. years.

4. Educate every year 5. Invest in mitigation 6. Apply & renew

Hold at least one wildfire risk-reduction Invest at least one volunteer hour per dwelling Submit through the Firewise portal, then renew

outreach event for residents each year. unit each year — about $33.49 per home in each November to stay in good standing.
California.

Firewise USA® is the National Fire Protection Association’s neighborhood recognition program, supported in California by CAL FIRE. Any defined area of 8

to 2,500 dwelling units can apply by completing these six steps.

Wildfire Safety - Del Mar & Solana Beach Community Briefing 15
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STAY IN GOOD STANDING - FIREWISE USA

Keeping your Firewise recognition active

Recognition is renewed yearly through the Firewise USA® portal. Keep up a simple cadence of annual actions and periodic plan updates to stay in
good standing.

EVERY YEAR EVERY 3 YEARS EVERY 5 YEARS
Renew Update Refresh
Outreach & Investiment Action Plan Risk Assessment
Hold a risk-reduction event, log at least Revisit the multi-year action plan and Complete a fresh community wildfire risk
one volunteer hour per home, and renew refresh its list of prioritized projects. assessment of homes and vegetation.

by November.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO — STARTING THIS WEEK

Your wildfire-ready checklist

‘ Look up your property's Fire Hazard Severity Zone on your city's ‘ Clear the first 5 feet (Zone 0): remove mulch, debris and
map viewer. combustibles against the house.

. Clean roof and gutters and screen every vent with metal mesh. . Space and trim vegetation out to 100 feet; clear under decks.
Schedule a voluntary defensible space inspection with your fire e . .
department Document your mitigation work for your insurance carrier.
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GET INVOLVED - FIREWISE USA

What it means to be a Firewise community

Firewise USA® is the National Fire Protection Association’s neighborhood recognition program, supported in California by CAL FIRE. It helps
neighbors organize around steady, year-over-year wildfire risk reduction.

NATIONWIDE WHO QUALIFIES WHO LEADS
2,000+ sites 8-2,500 Residents
A proven program Dwelling units With local partners
A voluntary program active in more than Any defined area — a single street up to a Neighbors guide the work alongside the
2,000 neighborhoods across the United master-planned community — can apply. fire department and state forestry
States. experts.
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WHY IT PAYS OFF -

FIREWISE USA

The advantages of going Firewise

A framework for action

Clear criteria give your neighborhood direction
and a repeatable, year-over-year risk-reduction
plan.

Insurance recognition

California’s Safer from Wildfires rules require
insurers to recognize Firewise status with
discounts.

Learn about wildfire

Residents connect with firefighters, foresters
and researchers to understand local risk and
simple fixes.

Doors to funding

Recognized status helps open access to grants
and cost-share dollars for mitigation projects.

Neighbors united

The program brings people together around a
shared goal and strengthens everyday
community ties.

Lasting risk reduction

Annual assessments and projects measurably
lower the chance of home loss in a wildfire.

Recognition isn’t the goal — being safer is. The Firewise USA® designation simply rewards and sustains the work that protects homes — while opening

the door to insurance savings, funding and stronger neighborhood ties.
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WHAT YOU GAIN - FIREWISE USA

Insurance & financial advantages

Under California’s Safer from Wildfires regulations, insurers must offer discounts to homes in Firewise USA® communities that document their
mitigation work.

INSURANCE FUNDING HOME VALUE

[ ] [ J [ J
Discounts Grants Marketability
Lower premiums Mitigation dollars Buyer confidence
Carriers such as State Farm, USAA, Recognized status helps neighborhoods A documented, fire-prepared

Mercury, CSAA/AAA and the FAIR Plan compete for grants and cost-share neighborhood supports home values and
credit Firewise participation and home programs that fund fuel reduction. reassures prospective buyers.
hardening.
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Essential Preparedness Apps

(&) ALERT

SAN DIEGO

Y& genasys Protect

¢) WATCH DUTY
PulsePoint
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